VANNO is very active concerning state issues. Interests that parallel library interests include the telephone excise tax refund process and the nonprofit sales and use tax exemption.
Of particular interest to small 501(c)(3) public libraries, VANNO has brokered a group health insurance plan for independent nonprofit organizations. They have also created a list of vendors that specialize in nonprofit work, such as auditors, accountants, fundraising professionals, and others.
Deborah Williamson has taken on the special role as executive director of VANNO. An attorney who has spent most of her career in the nonprofit world, Deborah brings to VANNO a unique skill set. She understands the legal ramifications of running a nonprofit. She also brings a history of working with notable nonprofit professionals in the Richmond area.
A small nonprofit conference this past September found VANNO securing three of four U.S. Senate candidates as speakers. The real highlight, however, was VANNO's ability to secure a group of nonprofit notables to facilitate breakout groups.
Williamson has seriously pondered VANNO's statewide role. While VANNO stands available to answer questions and serve as a resource for individual nonprofits, a more important function is providing support to a network of resource centers through which technical assistance and training can be delivered. VANNO's greatest strengths lie in its ability to (1) provide overall guidance to the centers, (2) raise public awareness about the value of nonprofits, and a desire in the public to support nonprofits with donations and volunteerism and to ensure a supportive public policy environment for nonprofits."
Two examples of VANNO's efforts to these ends include "Virginia's Nonprofit Sector: An Economic Force" and the Nonprofit Economic Vitality Center. The former is a joint report of the Johns Hopkins Center for Civil Society, Connect Network, and the Community Foundation serving Richmond and Central Virginia. VANNO is leading efforts to ensure the study is delivered to policy-makers statewide, as well as to other leaders in the business and government sectors, to showcase the tremendous economic impact nonprofits have on the state. To cite a few examples, nonprofits employ six percent of Virginia's workforce, spend $27 billion annually, pay $8 billion in wages annually, and generate $461 million annually in tax revenue to the state. You can view the report in its entirety on the VANNO website at www.vanno. org.
The Nonprofit Economic Vitality Center is a joint effort of VANNO and the National Council of Nonprofits. This virtual resource is designed to give nonprofits a tool to help them figure out how to continue to serve their communities' expanding needs on dwindling budgets. Available at www. councilofnonprofits.org/economy, the resource provides basic facts and analysis on the economy, describes the impact on nonprofits, and offers proactive steps nonprofits can take to weather turbulent times. So, I encourage readers of this article to learn more about VANNO. We should look for partnering opportunities between VANNO, VLA, and other library organizations. Seriously consider joining VANNO, which is doing so much to protect the interests of all nonprofit organizations. VL 
